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From the Editor
Welcome to the Fall 2016 issue of The
Rural Educator. This issue will be
published both as a paper copy and as an
electronic publication. The Rural Educator
is hosted at Mississippi State University
Library:
http://library.msstate.edu/ruraleducator
In this issue, we are pleased to share the
newly released research agenda from the
National Rural Education Association.
These priorities are intended to focus rural
education research efforts over the next
five years. Towards these efforts, we highly
encourage authors to identify which
priority or priorities are being addressed in
their submissions.
In the last issue we featured a new policy
feature. We are excited to continue this
endeavor. If you have a specific policy
concern you would liked to see addressed
in a future issue, please contact The Rural
Educator theruraleductor@gmail.com.
The journal will accept two types of
submissions: empirical-based, research
manuscripts and promising practice
manuscripts. Research manuscripts will be
similar to what The Rural Educator has
been showcasing all along.

In addition, we are excited to unveil a new
category for manuscripts published in The
Rural Educator-- Promising Practices.
We hope that this new, second category of
articles will highlight effective and
emerging practices by and for educators in
rural settings. Specific guidelines for each
of these type of manuscripts is available
online at
http://library.msstate.edu/ruraleducator
Finally, we would like to thank the
individuals who have served as reviewers.
We greatly appreciate the time and
expertise of the reviewers.
Sincerely,
Dana Pomykal Franz, Ph.D., editor
Anastasia D. Elder, Ph.D., co-editor
Stephanie M. Bennett, Ph.D., review editor
Shane McGregor, M.Ed., ed. assistant
Mississippi State University

Rural Education Research: A Call to Action
The National Rural Education Association (NREA) is the leading voice and
advocate for public education in rural America. Rapid change in the public
education landscape and in rural communities require new ways of addressing
persistent challenges and new opportunities. Consequently, NREA seeks to
promote the advancement of research evidence to inform policies and best
practices.
Our new five-year research agenda, developed by the NREA Research
Committee, offers 10 topical areas to guide those interested in addressing critical
issues in rural education. The topical areas are

 Access to counseling/mental health/chemical dependence services
 Building capacity to meet the needs of diverse and special populations
 Closing student achievement gaps in rural schools
 College and career readiness/preparation for postsecondary experiences
 Data-driven decision-making to improve student educational attainment
 Effects of poverty on rural education
 Rural school and community/family relations
 Teacher/leader preparation for rural schools
 Teacher/leader recruitment and retention
 Technology integration to meet needs of rural schools
Join us in applauding those who seek to conduct research that can enhance
public education in rural America. Now is the time to act. Explore the topics and
subtopics of the research agenda at http://toolbox1.s3-website-us-west2.amazonaws.com/site_0439/NREA_ResearchAgenda_072116.pdf
Tell your colleagues about the new research agenda. Together, let’s increase the
value of research evidence on public education in rural America. We strongly
encourage you to also consider publishing results of your research in The Rural
Educator, the official journal of the National Rural Education Association.
John Hill
Executive Director, NREA

J. Scott Turney
President, NREA

